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The Affordable Housing Challenge 

• 235 million urban households live in 
substandard housing 
• 1.6 billion people (one-third of urban 

population) do not have adequate & affordable 
housing  

UNECE Region: over 106 million people experience 
affordability problems 
 



The Solution:  
Investing in Social Housing  

• Focus on 3 key contributions 
to sustainable cities: 

• Density 
• Diversity 
• Design  



Density  



Density vs Urban Sprawl 

London: 293 times its built area 
Calgary: 110 times its built area  



Density: Suburbs & 
Empty Homes 

 
Too many homes without people 
and too many people without 
homes – 8 million homeless n 
Europe vs 
(11 million vs 4.1 million in Europe) 



P 



Diversity: Housing & People 



Diversity: Riga Housing  



Diversity: Amsterdam 
Rebuilding Neighbourhoods  

Percentage owned by HA's (1-1-2003)
74 tot 80
63 tot 74
41 tot 63
33 tot 41



Diversity: Amsterdam New 
West 

 



Diversity: New York Mixed 
Income Housing 



Design : Land  



Design:  Planning Strategies 

 



Design: Vienna Partnerships 
for Affordable Rental Housing 

Kabelwerk: 950 Dwellings  
Rent/Owner Occupation/ Shopping, offices, kindergarten, green spaces, cultural 
facilities 





    Design:  
   Vancouver  

    Olympic Village 
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