
“How will we live tomorrow in Europe?”
Public Symposium with IBA Corresponding Cities 
Weds 28th September 2022, IBA-Center, Nordwestbahnstr. 16, 1200 Wien

Round 1: Affordable housing policies and how they work

Housing for All  - The National Plan for Housing in Ireland and Cost 
Rental Housing 

Dr Dáithí Downey FRGS MCIH
Chief Officer, Dublin City Local Community Development Committee  (LCDC) and Dublin Housing Observatory 

daithi.downey@dublincity.ie

mailto:daithi.downey@dublincity.ie


Housing for All new national housing plan for Ireland –

Multi-annual investment to 2030; Affordable Housing Act, 2021; Cost Rental Tenure for new housing supply to 
2030.



Among the main measures 
delivered since Housing for All was 
launched are:

•The introduction of four affordable purchase 
initiatives: First Home scheme; a local authority-
provided Affordable Purchase scheme; a revised 
Local Authority Home Loan scheme; the Project 
Tosaigh scheme by the Land Development Agency

• A new Croí Cónaithe (Cities) Fund to address the 
current viability challenges and activate housing 
supply at density in city centres through the 
delivery of 5,000 apartments 

•The rollout of Cost Rental, a new form of State-
backed secure, long-term rental tenure through 
which rents are aimed at a minimum of 25% 
below open market rates 1,109 new social homes were delivered in Q1 2022, comprising 

639 new builds (LA, AHB tenancies) with balance being leasing 
and private rental income support tenancies providing social 
housing options.



"Increasing housing supply and delivering sustainable, affordable homes for people is the government’s 
top priority. It’s a plan with real ambition… Guaranteed State investment of over €4 billion a year in 
housing is aimed at increasing supply, which in turn will help increase access to affordable housing to buy 
or rent.

An Taoiseach Michael Martin T.D., 2nd September 2022 (Prime Minister)

“This government believes in home ownership. Our absolute focus is on increasing the supply of new 
homes, as quickly as possible so this generation has the opportunity to buy or rent at more affordable 
prices..”

An Tánaiste Leo Varadkar T.D., 2nd September 2022 (Deputy Prime Minister)

"Increasing homeownership has been central to the government’s first year of implementing Housing for 
All. Over the last 12 months I’ve introduced three schemes – the First Home scheme, local authority-
provided Affordable Purchase Scheme and a revised Local Authority Home Loan – to support the 
purchase of affordable homes. I’ve also delivered the rollout of Cost Rental, with homes now tenanted 
which are approximately 30% to 50% below the local market rent.”

The Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Darragh O’Brien T.D. 2nd September 2022 









Find more here:

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-
release/0788f-housing-for-all-a-
multi-annual-multi-billion-euro-
plan-for-ireland-one-year-on/

https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/0788f-housing-for-all-a-multi-annual-multi-billion-euro-plan-for-ireland-one-year-on/
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